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8:30-8:55 
STATE OF THE STATE 
 Presenter: Jodi James, Florida Cannabis Action Network (FLCAN) 
 
9:00-9:50 
EQUAL PROTECTION & EQUAL SOVEREIGNTY U.S. v. Pickard / U.S. v. 
Schweder 
An overview of the litigation and the motion to dismiss, including the hearing— 
discussion re full ramifications Judge’s decision. The theory of Equal Protection and 
Equal Sovereignty.  
 Panelists: Alan Silber (Moderator), Heather Burke, Zenia Gilg 
 
9:55-10:45 
EXPERT WITNESSES 
Preparing your own expert for presentation of evidence, including preliminary issues of 
reliability and relevance for admissibility, and preparing to cross examine your 
adversary’s expert will be explored by lawyers involved in cutting edge cannabis cases 
employing experts. Discussion will focus on the use of expert witnesses in medical 
necessity cases for both litigation and negotiation. We will explore how the lawyers in 
Pickard selected the experts for the defense, prepared those experts, the problems that 
arose and how the judge evaluated the expert testimony. The Pickard lawyers will also 
discuss preparation for their cross examination of the government’s expert, the 
effectiveness of the cross and the judge’s evaluation of both experts (and the role that 
evaluation played in the ultimate decision). 
 Panelists: Attorneys Michael Minardi, Alan Silber, Zenia Gilg, Heather Burke;  

Denis Petro, MD (medical expert), Bruce Vanaman (cultivation expert), Jennie 
Stormes (patient expert)  

 
10:45-  11:00     BREAK 
 
11:05- 11:55   
MEDICAL NECESSITY  
Medical necessity is a common law defense, predominantly used in State courts.  Two 
relevant and recent Florida cases where the defense was successful will be fully 
discussed.  The clients will discuss the issue from the perspective of the conflict of 
criminal law and the need for medicine. The applicability of the favorable Florida 
decisions to cases in other jurisdictions will be explored. 
 Panelists: Alan Silber (moderator & 1982 Tate case), Michael Minardi (future),  
 Cathy Jordan, Elvy Musikka (Florida necessity case 1988), Jesse Teplicki 
 
12:00-1:05 
LUNCH 
 
1:05-1:55 
HOW TO TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THE NEW POLITICAL CLIMATE AND 
CASE LAW 
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The political, legislative and judicial landscape is changing at a rapid pace.  This panel is 
an invitation to explore avenues — heretofore unavailable or unavailing — to help 
defendants accused of cannabis crimes.  For example, a federal judge in Maryland gave a 
sua sponte reduction of two offense levels at a sentence because he recognized that the 
federal government no longer viewed marijuana as dangerous as was previously 
articulated.  How can other lawyers use the record and opinion in Pickard in their cases?  
In jurisdictions where the state has authorized medical cannabis, can lawyers find 
creative ways to use that at trial; in motions; at sentence?  This panel is really a think tank 
to launch the next round of creative and innovative lawyering. 

Issues include: 
-What effect do recent Federal laws, legal opinions & Justice Dept 
announcements really  have? 

  2014 Rohrabacher amendment (Charles Lynch) 
DOJ: 2012 Feds no interfere with legal medical states’ laws (Cole memo) 

   2014 sentencing limits/pardons 
   2015 limit on structuring and civil forfeiture 
  Chances a new administration would reverse the changes 
  CARERS Act 
 -District Ct in MD lowered guidelines two levels via Cole Memorandum 
Panelists: Alan Silber (moderator), Zenia Gilg, Heather Burke, Billy Murphy  
 
 
2:00-2:50 
DISPENSARY AND BUSINESS 
Representing MMJ license applicants in a competitive process; banking, IRS sec. 280E 
and the federal-state tension; corporate structuring and insurance; legal issues in real 
estate acquisition, transparency and compliance with state regulators and municipal 
health and building  departments, management, and human relations 

Panelists: Michael Cutler (moderator), Robert Kane (CO & MI), Ken Sobel 
(AZ, CA) 

 
2:55- 3:45 
CANNA-CIVIL LIBERTIES 
-Protection or lack thereof of medical cannabis patients under state and federal disability 
anti-discrimination laws: CA (Ross v. Ragingwire) v. MA law, OR (Emerald Steel Fabs), 
MI (Ter Beek), AZ (Reed –Kalliher), MT (Nelson) & MI (Braska). 
-How to advise clients about drug tests.  Level of testing for different employers, or 
employer government supervisors, responding to adverse test results, medical cannabis in 
occupation medicine. 
-Continuing collateral consequences on medical cannabis patients caught up in the 
criminal justice system, even where medical cannabis is legal. 
 -terms of probation imposed 
 -eligibility for alternative sentencing programs 
 -eligibility for drug education/diversion 

-general resistance from prosecutors and judges still fighting against the concept 
of medical cannabis. 
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-similarity to the civil rights movement and how it still takes time to change hearts and 
minds after the law is changed 
 Panelists: Mike Cutler (moderator), William Panzer, Uma Dhanabalan, MD 
 
3:50-5:15 
EMERGING ISSUES—PATIENTS’  PRIORITIES PUSHED ASIDE:  
UNINTENDED CONSEQUENCES: how new laws and regulations are negatively 
affecting medical cannabis patients (Washington, Colorado, Ohio, Illinois, California, 
Oregon-small family farmer vs. guerrilla grower vs. big industry)  

Panelists: Mara Felsen (panel head); Jeff Steinborne (via skype). Doug McVay, 
Billy Murphy Jr., William Panzer, Alan Silber, Michael Minardi, Heather Burke, 
Zenia Gilg, 

	  


